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2012 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE EAP TASK FORCE 

 

DRAFT OUTLINE OF THE AGENDA 

 

Monday, 24 September 2012 

 

1. Welcome and adoption of the draft agenda 9:00 – 9:15 

2. Implications of the Rio+20 Summit and the World Water Forum for 

work in EECCA 

9:15 – 9:30 

3. Delivering on green growth in EECCA: Environmental fiscal reforms 

i. Reforming environmentally harmful subsidies  

9:30 – 11:00 

 Coffee break 11:00 – 11:30 

 ii. Strengthening economic and monetary policy instruments 11:30 – 13:00 

 Lunch 13:00 – 14:00 

4. Fostering green innovation and technology cooperation in EECCA 

i. National approaches 

14:00 – 15:30 

 Coffee break 15:30 – 16:00 

 ii. International technology cooperation 16:00 – 17:30 

 

Tuesday, 25 September 2012 

 

5. Economic instruments for water resources management: experience 

in selected EECCA countries 

9:00 – 11:00 

 Coffee break 11:00 – 11:30 

6. Other issues related to water resources management in EECCA  

i. Adapting to climate change 

ii. A business model for financing river basin councils 

11:30 – 13:00 

 Lunch 13:00 – 14:30 

7. Programme implementation and plans for 2013  14:30 – 15:30 

8. Bureau elections 15:30 – 15:45 

9. Other business and closing remarks 

i. Mid-term review within the “Environment for Europe” process 

ii. Dates and venue of the next meeting 

15:45 – 16:00 

 Coffee break 16:00 – 16:15 

 Meeting of the EAP Task Force Bureau 

 

16:15 – 17:30 
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ANNOTATIONS TO THE AGENDA 

 

 

Monday, 24 September 2012, starting at 9:00 

 

1. 09:00 – 9:15 Welcome and adoption of the Draft Agenda ENV/EPOC/EAP/A(2012)2 

ENV/EPOC/EAP/M(2011)3 
 

The EAP Task Force Co-Chairs and Ms. Henriette Killi Westhrin, State Secretary, 

Norwegian Ministry of the Environment will welcome delegates. The Co-Chairs will 

introduce the meeting objectives, and invite the Secretariat to present the agenda and 

meeting documentation. 

ACTION REQUIRED: The EAP Task Force members are invited to: 

1. Discuss and adopt the draft agenda. 

 

2. 09:15 – 9:30 Implications of the Rio+20 Summit and the 

World Water Forum 

 

Oral reports 

 

The 2012 Annual Meeting of the EAP Task Force will take place just a few months after 

the Rio+20 Summit and the World Water Forum (WWF). This presents an opportunity to 

discuss how decisions taken at these meetings could be operationalised by countries of 

Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA), particularly within the framework 

of the EAP Task Force work programme.  

ACTION REQUIRED: The EAP Task Force members are invited to: 

1. Discuss the implications of the Rio+20 Summit and the WWF for cooperation 

within the framework of the EAP Task Force. 

3.i. 9:30 – 11:00 Delivering on green growth in EECCA: 

Environmental fiscal reforms 

i. Reforming environmentally harmful subsidies  

ENV/EPOC/EAP/(2012)2 

Phasing out environmentally-harmful subsidies (EHS) is an important element in the 

transition to green growth. In particular, reforming energy subsidies can support climate 

change and other environmental policies, reduce pressures on budget resources, and 

enhance the efficiency of the economy more generally. However, EHS reform is not easy 

to carry out, analytically or politically. To help EECCA countries launch such reforms, the 

OECD/EAP Task Force Secretariat is conducting regional and country-level work with a 

focus on energy subsidies.  

Lessons learned from studies addressing EHS reform in selected OECD and EECCA 

countries (e.g. in Norway and the Russian Federation) will be discussed. Initial results from 

a pilot EAP Task Force project in Kazakhstan will be presented. Building on these studies, 

the adaptation of the OECD’s analytical framework for EHS identification, quantification 

and assessment to the EECCA context will be considered as well as a plan for further 

country-level work in this area. 

ACTION REQUIRED: The EAP Task Force members are invited to: 

1. Take note of the presentations and; 

2. Provide guidance on further work on EHS within the EAP Task Force 

framework.  
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 11:00 – 11:30 COFFEE BREAK 

3.ii. 11:30 – 13:00 Delivering on green growth in EECCA: 

Environmental fiscal reforms 

ii. Strengthening economic and monetary 

instruments  

ENV/EPOC/EAP/(2012)3 

 

“Getting the prices right” by implementing economic and monetary policy instruments is 

an essential element of green growth strategies. These instruments include: pollution 

taxes/charges, taxes on environmentally harmful products, fines for environmental offences 

and environmental damage compensation payments. One the main problems with applying 

such instruments in EECCA countries has been the primary focus on revenue raising rather 

than achieving environmental results. Related to this, market-based instruments have not 

been well-designed.  

 

To help EECCA countries address these issues, the OECD/EAP Task Force Secretariat has 

conducted a regional survey of economic and monetary instruments in EECCA countries 

and prepared proposals for improving their effectiveness. Among others, the survey builds 

on joint work with EECCA regional Environmental Centres (RECs). Concurrently, several 

projects on the reform of economic instruments for water management are underway 

within the EAP Task Force’s framework. Two pilot projects have been completed at basin 

level and a national-level reform is underway in Armenia. This session will focus on the 

key policy messages arising from these projects. 

 

ACTION REQUIRED: The EAP Task Force members are invited to:  

1. Take note of the presentations; and  

2. Provide guidance on further work in this area, including interest in 

implementing or supporting additional pilot projects. 

 

 13:00 – 14:00 LUNCH 

4.i. 14:00 – 15:30 Fostering green innovation and technology 

cooperation in EECCA 

i. National approaches 

ENV/EPOC/EAP/(2012)4 

 

Innovation is an important driver of the transition towards green growth. It covers technical 

and non-technical issues, as well as the development and diffusion of new technologies and 

approaches. Innovation helps to decouple growth from natural capital depletion and 

pollution generation, reduce the costs of complying with environmental requirements, and 

create new markets and new jobs. While the private sector is the main driver of innovation, 

government action is essential to shape the overall framework and incentives for green 

innovation. This agenda item aims to draw some of the lessons learned from experience in 

OECD and EECCA countries. It will be based on examples from the European Union, 

individual OECD and EECCA countries, as well as synthesis work done by the OECD 

secretariat and other international partners.  

ACTION REQUIRED: The EAP Task Force members are invited to:  

1. Share experience on effective approaches for promoting the development and 

diffusion of eco-innovation; 

2. Discuss how such approaches might be more widely adopted in EECCA 

countries. 
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 15:30 – 16:00 COFFEE BREAK 

4.ii. 16:00 – 17:30 Fostering green innovation and technology 

cooperation in EECCA 

ii. International technology cooperation 

ENV/EPOC/EAP/(2012)4 

 

Promoting technology cooperation and the diffusion of cleaner technologies are important 

components of many Multilateral Environmental Agreements and bilateral environmental 

cooperation. One important lesson is that it is often more productive to strengthen the 

capacity of partner countries to adapt and further develop existing technologies than to 

transfer hardware. Various mechanisms have been developed to support such approaches 

within multilateral and bilateral environmental cooperation. This session will focus on the 

lessons learned by OECD and EECCA countries, as well as relevant international 

organisations.  

ACTION REQUIRED: The EAP Task Force is invited to: 

1. Take stock of technology cooperation mechanisms, particularly those involving 

OECD and EECCA countries;  

2. Agree on how the OECD/EAP Task Force could contribute towards technology 

cooperation in EECCA. 

 

 

 

Tuesday, 25 September 2012, starting at 9:00  

 

5. 9:00 – 11:00 Economic instruments for water resource 

management: experience in selected EECCA 

countries 

ENV/EPOC/EAP(2012)5 

Other papers 

A framework for examining the role of economic instruments in water management will be 

presented, drawing on recent OECD reports on Financing Water Resources Management, 

and on Managing Water for Green Growth. In addition, the outcomes of three pilot projects 

will be presented: 

 The role of economic instruments in generating revenues to finance water resources 

management in Kyrgyzstan;  

 The role of economic instruments in trans-boundary water management of the Kura 

river basin (such as contributing to the sharing of the costs and benefits of improved 

water management and investment in water infrastructure). The Kura river spans 

Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia;  

 Lessons learned from a CAREC project on payments for (water) ecosystem services 

in Kyrgyzstan.  

 

ACTION REQUIRED: The EAP Task Force members are invited to:  

1. Take note of the presentations, and  

2. Discuss future work on the role of economic instruments in water resources 

management in EECCA, including interest in implementing or supporting additional 

pilot projects. 
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 11:00 – 11:30 COFFEE BREAK 

6. 11:30 – 13:00 Other issues related to water resources 

management 

ENV/EPOC/EAP(2012)6 

Other papers 

 

i) adapting to climate change 

Climate change reinforces and adds urgency to the case for good water resources 

management, including the development of appropriate water infrastructure. Building on 

recent OECD experience in the area, a pilot project is underway in Moldova to develop a 

strategy to adapt water policies and infrastructure to climate change. Preliminary lessons 

emerging from this project will be presented by the Moldovan Minister of Environment. 

 

ii) a business model for river basin councils 

As in other regions, EECCA countries are increasingly establishing organisations at the 

level of river basins to more effectively manage water resources. These institutions need 

financial resources to operate. Two issues arise: (i) How to raise revenues commensurate 

with the financing needs? and (ii) How to allocate these revenues to ensure sustainable 

management of water resources within the river basin? The OECD/EAP Task Force 

secretariat is implementing a pilot project in one river basin in Ukraine. This experience 

will provide a basis for future work in the region. A delegate from the Basin Council in 

Ukraine will present preliminary results from this project.  

 

ACTION REQUIRED: The EAP Task Force members are invited to  

1. Take note of the presentations, and  

2. Discuss future work on water resources management, including interest in 

implementing or supporting additional pilot projects. 

 

 13:00 – 14:30 LUNCH 

7. 14:30 – 15:30 Programme implementation and plans for 2013 ENV/EPOC/EAP(2012)7 

ENV/EPOC/EAP(2012)8 

ENV/EPOC/EAP(2011)4/REV2 

The OECD Secretariat will report on progress in implementing other projects under the EAP 

Task Force programme of work and will introduce the draft Work Programme for 2013, the 

assessed financial needs, and the current budgetary situation. EECCA RECs will also be 

invited to report on progress and their plans for 2013.  

 

ACTION REQUIRED: The EAP Task Force is invited to: 

1. Discuss and endorse the 2012 progress report, 

2. Discuss and endorse the 2013 work programme proposal,  

3. Signal interest to participate in activities (EECCA countries) and possibilities for 

providing voluntary contributions (donor countries) to support programme 

implementation; 

4. Provide feedback on the EECCA REC’s presentation. 
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8. 15:30 – 15:45 Bureau elections Oral reports 

 

The secretariat will inform the EAP Task Force of the candidates proposed for nomination to 

the Bureau. The vacancies on the Bureau arose, following job reassignments of former 

Bureau members from Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. There is a vacant place on the side of 

OECD countries that are invited to submit their candidates.  

 

ACTION REQUIRED: The EAP Task Force is invited to: 

1. Designate new members of the Bureau. 

 

 

9. 15:45 – 16:00 Other business and closing remarks 

i. Mid-term review within the “Environment for 

Europe” process 

ii. Dates and venue of the next meeting 

Oral reports 

 

The UNECE Secretariat will be invited to present details of the EfE mid-term review.  

 

The OECD Secretariat will inform the delegates of possible dates and venue of the next 

annual meeting of the EAP Task Force. 

 

At the end of the meeting, the Co-chairs will make closing remarks. 

 

ACTION REQUIRED: The EAP Task Force is invited to: 

1. Take note of the information; 

2. Agree on the dates and venue of their next meeting; 

3. Raise any other questions pertinent to the EAP Task Force work. 

 

In order to make an assessment of the quality and effectiveness of this meeting, the OECD 

secretariat will invite delegates to fill in and return the evaluation questionnaire. 

 

 16:00 – 16:15 COFFEE BREAK 

 16:15 – 17:30 Meeting of the EAP Task Force Bureau 
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ANNEX 1. DRAFT LIST OF MEETING DOCUMENTATION 

Item 

Title Cote number 
Indicative date 

of release 

Indicative 

number  

of pages 

Total 
Requirin

g review 

Main documents 

1 Draft annotated agenda of the 

2012 Annual Meeting of the 

EAP Task Force (Oslo, 24-25 

September 2012) 

ENV/EPOC/EAP/A(2012)2 Available 7 All 

1 EAP Task Force Summary 

Record (Chisinau, 20-21 October 

2011) 

ENV/EPOC/EAP/M(2011)3 Available 14 0 

2.i Overview of major methods for 

identifying and quantifying 

environmentally-harmful 

subsidies with a focus on the 

energy sector 

ENV/EPOC/EAP(2012)2 31 August 26 All 

2.ii Refocusing economic and other 

monetary instruments for greater 

environmental impact: How to 

unblock reform in Eastern 

Europe, Caucasus and Central 

Asia (EECCA) 

ENV/EPOC/EAP(2012)3 31 August 40 All 

3 Fostering green innovation and 

technology cooperation in 

EECCA: Issues paper 

ENV/EPOC/EAP(2012)4 31 August  10 All 

4 The use of economic instruments 

for water resource management 

in the Kyrgyzstan   

ENV/EPOC/EAP(2012)5 31 August 130 Executive 

summary 

4 Impacts of climate change on the 

availability and quality of water 

resources in Moldova and 

possible adaptation measures for 

water supply and sanitation  

ENV/EPOC/EAP(2012)6  31 August 80 Executive 

summary  

5 Progress in implementing the 

EAP Task Force programme of 

work by the OECD Secretariat 

(October 2011 – September 

2012)  

ENV/EPOC/EAP(2012)7 31 August 12 All 
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Item 

Title Cote number 
Indicative date 

of release 

Indicative 

number  

of pages 

Total 
Requirin

g review 

5 Draft OECD/EAP Task Force 

programme of work and budget 

for 2013 

ENV/EPOC/EAP(2012)8 12 September 9 All 

Documents for information
1
 

5 Draft long-term programme of 

work of the EAP Task Force 

(2012-2015) 

ENV/EPOC/EAP(2011)4/REV2 Available 10 0 

5 Environmental liability for 

damage to natural resources in 

EECCA: Implementation of 

good international practices 

Publication Available 32 0 

5 Increasing energy efficiency in 

the communal services sector in 

Kazakhstan: Evaluation of 

specific measures aimed at 

greenhouse gases emission 

reductions 

ENV/EPOC/EAP(2012)1 20 August 130 0 

5 Green growth and environmental 

governance in EECCA 

Publication 20 August 204 0 

5 Financing Water Resources 

Management. An OECD 

perspective 

Publication 24 September 60 0 
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 The list of documents for information is likely to be extended and include other OECD/EAP Task Force reports 

and/or reports issued by partner organisations, the EECCA RECs in particular.  


